DE LAUNE CYCLING CLUB
OUR one HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH SECOND YEAR

Michael Rice crosses the line in first place
Eastway 1987
Thanks to Phil O’Connor for the photo
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Chris G-C and George - both pics by Adam Glasser

In the brief break we had between Covid lockdowns in early December, we
were able to descend on Richmond Park to hold the Christmas Clubrun
as usual. It wasn’t very warm, and so that might have kept a few away,
but even so we had lots of fun and there was even a bit of mulled wine
and some mince pies to be had.
It was great to see Adam Glasser again, who has lost none of his
hill-climbing abilities – or to put it another way, he climbed the hills a lot
faster than I did. George Lewis led us on a tour of the inner routes which
are a lot more interesting than just doing laps. Royboy didn’t remember
to bring his bike or his kit, but he counted us all out, and he counted us
all back.
Bill Wright
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Not much happening in the
club at present but I can
report that Val and Tony
Peachey started their journey
north on the 15th and reached
their destination late the next
day having started their
second day from Catterrick
with 6 inches of snow on the ground.
Had a phone call from Geoff Sinnett and during our
chat reminded me that it was me who talked him into
joining the De Laune in 1950, I had been riding with
the club since July 1949 but did not become a
member till Jan 50 as in those days the club did not
take new subscriptions till the January. Both Geoff
and I were electrician trainees at the London
Electricity Board.
Our first event was the clubs Novices 25 mile TT on
the Cherry Tree course, but no fast times it was won
by Alan Jackson with a 1:11:01, I-was third 1:13:17 and
Geoff 1:15:30, however most of us will know that Alan
was one of our most celebrated members having
many win including National Championship and
Olympic medalist. The photo is me in the Novice, it
was a cold morning.
I also had a phone call from Beryl White who had sent
me a Christmas card with a book of stamps for the
postage of the DLN, also had a few email from
Malcolm Adams telling me of a few comment that
he had seen on Facebook that might be of interest
in to our members.
MARK BALLAMY
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W.Wright
61a Burns House
Doddington Grove
Kennington
SE17 3SX
Fantastic membership
opportunity!!
You'll be delighted to know that the New Year brings an excellent opportunity
to renew your Club membership.
This can now be done in a variety of ways:
Online via www.riderhq.com/groups This is a very convenient method as it
saves you going to the post box. You’ll need to sign in, click on ‘Clubs’, find
‘De Laune CC’ and then click ‘Join’.
If you've previously joined up using RiderHQ you should have had a reminder
email from them. In this case you can use this link.
You can write a cheque made out to ‘De Laune CC’ and send it to me at the
address above.
If you prefer to use online banking and you have the club’s bank details, please
remember to include your name in the payment details. If you need the
account details, please email me at wxwright@msn.com and I’ll send this to
you.
Membership fees are as follows:

Many thanks

Bill Wright
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The Peachey’s have moved
2 Hillside View,
Fiskavaig,
Carbost,
Isle of Skye
IV47 8SN.
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Ted McDonald is an ex member of the club who move
to South Africa many year ago but keeps in touch with us
by his yearly news letter
What a year! Even South Africa has been on lookdown, but like the UK many
do not accept the importance of the necessary protection.
But what is new, I could fill the whole De Laune news with the happenings in
this Country. Do you really want to know what it is like over here? 77 policemen
killed on duty 87 taxi related incidents (manly owners) resulting in deaths
in Western Cape alone 700 people killed in taxi accidents on the road. In KZN
the old Natal saw four taxi accidents that have a death of more than 50
passengers.
One rolled down an embankment after running out of road, one was crushed
between two lorries, and two were head on collision.
Taxis are licensed to carry 12 passengers but most carry between 16 and up
to 25.
More than 50 farmers attacked and murdered during 2020. That’s just the
start.
Corruption is so out of control and that’s another story: A police Brigadier
and many of her ranked officers below her were involved in a tender for the
painting of police vehicles. The company who won the tender was owned by
her husband? A Colonel and other officers were involved in gun sales from
their headquarters. There are so many others reported daily in the newspaper
but too many to mention.
An African bank has gone under. At the beginning of the year it was noticed
that Jacob Zuma, our past President had taken a loan of R7million to update
his swimming pool and auditorium. Months later when the bank got into
difficulties, all the directors, from the Chairman and CEO down had also taken
loans. And bang went the bank. The case has yet to come to court.
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The Durban City mayor was relieved of her duties in 2019 on account of a
R200m fraud in a Waste Disposal scheme. Now she and her City Councillors
have managed to increase the fraud to R400m. The case has yet to come
to Court.
And now something to bring a smile to your face…...
For years we lived in a house on 1400m2 of land on a corner plot with two
road frontages, and very vulnerable position. With so many house break ins
and robberies Judi was always suggesting that we sell and move to a
retirement complex for more safety. I was always against it as retirement
complexes are normally full of old people all living close together and I did
enjoy our independence. Anyway a two bedroom cottage became available at
a good price in a local over 50s retirement village and I succumbed and joined
the elderly people in the complex. As I still ride my turbo I am hoping to stay
in front of the fitness of the male folk here.
Then some months ago Judi complained that I either did not hear her or had
selective hearing when she wanted something done! So after maaaaaaaaaany
protests agreed to have a hearing test and lo and behold I was advised that
my hearing was diminishing and would need to invest in a hearing aid.
My eyes had dimmed over the years and I have to wear spectacles, my teeth
are going but have yet to succumb to false ones, my hair went so long ago I
can’t even remember what it’s like have any! And now, Failing Hearing! I have
come to realise that I have finally reached the state of Elderly.
Elderly yes. But OLD never !!!
Keep safe and keep masked
Ted & Judi McDonald
Over the years a few members have written and we are always pleased to
hear anyones’ news
ted1mcdonald@telkomsa.net
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Tour down under
January 2021
Another fantastic Tour Down Under (or ‘Festival of Cycling’ due to no
international riders this year) is over. Rode out to and up Willunga Hill in
38oC heat to watch the finish with my awesome friends. Loved the exciting
racing at Victoria Park (in 41oC) yesterday, sadly whilst observing the
amassing smoke clouds from the Adelaide Hills bushfire..
It made Dots day to be out and about at
Willunga Hill even though it reached 40oC

Ex members

Sue is Dot’s daughter
All now residents of Adelaide
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SEE MESSAGE BOARD to keep UP TO DATE

http://mikepeel.proboards67.com
CLOSING DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 25h February 2021
Anything for inclusion please send to:
41 Mayes Close
Phone 01883 627809
Warlingham
E-mail mark.ballamy@btinternet.com
Surrey CR6 9LB
Produced by Mark Ballamy
Distributed by Brian Saxton
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